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o REVIEW

anly travel with one.

It might not be an issue for all, but | finnd the small
pull-tab carches - also fitred in many other camperyiims

- fiddly and painful to use and Imrhst vount of the

number of nail breakages,

Tiwe rear seat is a Volean model that convers ntoa
dioubie bed pretty simply, It makes o wvery flat bed, oo,
However, the rear parcel shelf, where muost
campervanners store their bedding, is a ouch small, It
windd he OR for a couple of soft cloth bags, bit uu
would have o ke care opening the rear doors,

The benefit of the Vulean seat is that the hackrest
can be scr ar different rake positions, The well
regrded Mobiframe & an option and this does come
with more rear storage.

Voou can will access the cuthery drawer and warer
storage with the bed in placs — handy if you necda
Lespoan for vour morning cuppa or need o wp up
the water supplv.

The under-ted space can be accessed through a rear
hatch but this & quite small - 1 like to see a bigger
door here, or a drawer thar siides out. the latter of
which Hilltop can now offer,

The sorage unit a1 the back is not guite full heighr,
b this docs cresite o wseful shelfl while on stee, The
fromt section is scoessed through a rambour door,
whilc the roar has 2 shelf, with the lower pan for the
electrics and storage and the upper section a good
space. While the model previewed did not affer access

1o this top section from the s, there will be a hatch
from the wardrobe in future models,

The Towermost locker t the rear stores the iosAh
Tithium battiers wnd offers more storge but this 4
Tikely b wlusre thas e b
LG svsteme 14 Nlu 15w somie of the nflruduﬂ:d
off to protect them. Hiweser, it's important o note
that, boause of the space available, you san inereise
e buttery capacity; one customer il g0k
Innstalled. Plus there is a 200W solar panel on the roof
fowr helping to keep charge fowing back into the
baticry. The Vietron app belps you stay on top of
prower wsdge and demimds,

However, there isa mains and 12V socket handily
located berween the eleetrics and the: batrery locker.
Perfect for inflating uwnings, Outdoor gear oF more,

Up tog. the pop-top is a Van-Lide model. 1t lowers
and raises easily on gas struts. This model b fitted with
the Premium fabric, though the Deluse: is the standard
on Hilltop campervans. Whichever you opt for voo get
a windaond costomers can choose from different
mattress Types.

Lighting wise there's a spotlight in the pop-top with
2 USH socket, There are four spatfights along onc
along the roof near the doar; they touch om and touch
off. Then there’s two spotlights also with USH (and A
ports at the back of the seats. The lights under the bed

are dimmable and then there's strip lighting under the
kitchen oo,




iliop 3= hascd in Walcs and has been around

fior 20 plus vears. Owner, Phil, told us that

while the compamy will comvert many

different vans he profiers the Renault that
this miic] is hased on. He states “the squareness of the:
Renaulr gives it more roem and 1 Jike the way they
drive as it feels more car like " In addition, Renaults
akso offer grear value for money in terms of standard
specification normaliy.

This mode! is the Emri Advemturer, one of 2 new
range of lvouts, with two murc sct 1o follow, the
Nomad und Explorer. While the Renault is the
standard conversion the model can also be ordered on
the Ford and VW vans, Thar's not the oaly oprion
however, because svervthing is built in-howse, 50
Hilleup is able to tailor models 1o ech eustomers’
individual needs.

This is the L“ﬂmmmw}ﬂl
can order the model in SWH (4gum) form, (o, And
the madel we previewed was s gas-free option with o
Wallas hobheater powered by diesel; you can onder it
with gas systems if preferred. A zoouW inverter will
be standard fitment going forward with an uprated
zzoAh lichium battery.

What's interesting 10 see in this model is

the Reasult

doouble passenger cab sear. The innermost scathack can

be dropped down 1o ereate 8 dﬁsﬁhﬁﬂ‘dﬂ
iray. Use it on the road if there's just two p front, or

face the back seats and the

‘ut&about™ outa

This sits below the sink, again a goosd
‘uality wwat peck tap
 Newtwhisis the

it to slide forward, wo. You do have to undo five bales
tu do this - make sure those bolts are stashed away
carcfully, as you wouldn't be able 1o drive without
them fitted. Hilliop told us @ drawstring bag could be
provided to help keep these important bolts ll in one
place when the seat is swivelled.

And while it does slide forward, it's nor enough for
four g0 dine ar the one rahle. We'd probably wane m
thar can be stashed away inx recess on Ue sliding
door. Hillrap said it will provide u slightly wider tuble
for future models, but anything much bigger would get
in the way, The table fs currently stored above the cab,
but the company is working on @ new tuble with
dedicared storage. i )

This Is a side kitehen maodel that is prerry well
speceed, The sorlitre fridge (from Alpicool) is a decent
size with a small freczer compartment and two dooe

size with 4 good-
alvendy alluded w. this is
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o puns. It als can st s & heater, o, The
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